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Project Summary 
 
The Guilford Preservation Alliance and the Town of Guilford have 
combined resources for the preparation of this feasibility study which 
examines optional routes for a proposed “Village Walkway” that will 
connect the Guilford Green with the train station. 
 
Section 2 of this study is an analysis of the cultural, historical and 
natural resources within the project area evaluating their importance 
to the Town and the nearby neighborhoods as well as their relation-
ship to the proposed Village Walkway. 
 
Section 3 reviews the proposed walkway route, providing a fold-out 
map as a guide for the route, some expanded links and noting the sig-
nificant features that the visitor might view while in transit. 
 
Section 4 provides suggestions for walkway treatments at various lo-
cations or “landscape types” within the proposed route. These sug-
gested treatments look to enhance the natural and historic landscape 
features of the project area while minimizing impacts on the environ-
ment and on abutting land owners. 
 
It is important to note that this project has been titled a “Village Walk-
way.” Specifically this is a pedestrian link between the train station 
and the Guilford Green which looks to connect historic sites, 
neighborhoods and naturally significant areas at a pedestrian level. 
The proposed walkway route will not provide access for bicycles, 
skateboarding, in-line skating or anything other than foot traffic. The 
recommended walkway surface materials are largely “softscape”. The 
treatments look to enhance existing ecosystems and provide privacy 
and security for property owners who abut the proposed trail route. 
 
This project has looked to involve all members of the community from 
the onset and as it is implemented it should provide both physical and 
social connections for the people and neighborhoods of Guilford. 

The Guilford Green 

The New Train Depot 
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Natural Resources 
 

The Natural Resources Analysis for the proposed walkway 
involved a site inspection of possible routes within the project 
area. This inspection was made on June 22, 2006, noting 
freshwater wetlands, flora and fauna, and unique wildlife 
habitat features along the way.  The proposed Village walk-
way would look to traverse and highlight each of the habitat 
types that were found and would provide the user with a basic 
sampling of Connecticut wildlife. There are 5 habitat areas 
present along the walkway and these are described in the 
following sections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Urban Area Habitat 
 
The Guilford Green is an oasis of trees and grass amidst the commercial center of Guil-
ford.  The landscape type for this area is termed “urban center”. This term would also apply 
to Boston and Whitfield Streets. Here you find the species of wildlife that are not easily dis-
turbed by the vehicular and pedestrian traffic around them.  Often rock doves (Pigeons) 
are observed here, as well as American robins, English sparrows, house finches, and gray 
squirrels.  Many of the urban birds nest in odd corners of the buildings surrounding the 
Green.  The mature trees on the Green provide additional breeding sites for squirrels, rob-
ins, and other avian species. 
 
The small green fragments of the ecosystem in urban centers provide surprising habitat 
values, particularly during spring and fall bird migrations.  Many of the avian species 
sighted here during those times are simply using the tree canopy as a resting stop-over 
and will move on within 24 hours.  Expected visitors during migration would be many differ-
ent species of warblers. 

Looking East on Boston St  
within the Urban Center 

The Guilford Green 
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Residential Area Habitat  
 

The gravel lane opposite the town hall south on Boston Street leads past several residential homes, but abuts a small forested area 
and freshwater wetlands.  Sluice Creek is located to the east and flows to the south of this area.  The yards of the homes are well 
landscaped and include flowers, herbaceous cover, shrubs and trees.  These provide cover habitat on all life form levels from the 
ground to the top of the tree canopy.  One would expect to observe a slightly more diverse wildlife population in this area because 
of the additional cover vegetation.  Some of the species may require wetlands as part of their habitat needs.  Wildlife sited included 
American robin, goldfinch, red-winged blackbirds, and chipmunk. 

Chipmunk 

American Robin 

American Goldfinch 

The Sarah Tuxis property provides vegetation and cover for a diverse wildlife population 
of birds and small mammals. 
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Wetlands/Sluice Creek Complex 
Habitat Area 
 
The Sluice Creek Wetland Complex is comprised of a brook and a forested floodplain wetland character-
ized by mucky soils that are located on either side of the creek bed.  There is a man-made pond on the 
west side of the complex, north of the Henry Whitfield State Museum property.  The vegetation here is pre-
dominantly an overstory of red maple, a shrub understory of Viburnum and swamp azalea , and an herba-
ceous layer of ferns.  This is a valuable wildlife habitat, floodplain, recharge and discharge area.  Not only 
were several species of waterfowl observed here including great blue heron and mallard ducks, but several 
amphibians and reptiles were observed in the creek including  green frogs and  sun turtle.  This area pro-
vides an opportunity to educate walkway visitors about the importance of wetland biology.  We have se-
lected two possible crossing locations where a raised boardwalk or small wooden pedestrian bridge could 
provide added viewing areas to observe wetland habitat and wildlife.  

Sluice Creek at culvert near Stone House Lane 

The Sluice Creek wetland has become overgrown with exotic non-native, invasive plants.  

Green Frog 

Mallard Ducks 
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Mown Field/Fairgrounds Habitat Area 
 

The Guilford Agricultural Society Fairground is a grassy field not unlike those used for 
pasture or hayfield.  The ecological value is not diminished by its occasional use for 
special events nor its few structures. Many birds use these mown landscapes as a 
feeding ground, particularly American robin, swallows, and numerous species of hawk.  
During the site inspection, tree swallows, barn swallows, robins, and killdeer were ob-
served using this area.  Mammals such as white-tailed deer, red fox, coyote, and wood-
chuck would also use this area for feeding and/or hunting prey.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The proposed walkway may be located at the interface 
of the mown fields and the edge of the Sluice Creek wet-
land complex.  These interfaces of different  habitats are 
called “wildlife edges” and are areas of more intense 
wildlife usage where several different types of habitat 
combine to provide more diversity.  During our walks of 
the proposed path routes, the wildlife activity was ob-
served to be more active at  this wetland/field edge. 

The Guilford Agricultural Society owns and 
maintains the Fairground land 

The Fairground is mown regularly through the growing season. 



SECTION 2– RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS—NATURAL RESOURCES 

GUILFORD VILLAGE WALKWAY—PHASE 1 
FEASIBILITY STUDY PAGE 6 

Meadow Habitat Area 
 
Unlike the fairgrounds, the fields in this area are not mowed as often.  The primary 
vegetation consists of meadow grasses including meadow fescue and orchard grass.  
These grasses tend to grow 2 to 3 feet in height during the summer season.  A small 
wet meadow area occurs on the eastern side of this field.  This wetland is vegetated 
with soft rush and other facultative grasses. The small wetland provides complexity to 
the wildlife habitat, establishing an ephemeral area for dragonflies, amphibians, and 
birds.  The tall grass provides habitat for rabbits, meadow voles, field mice, and 
skunks.  Red fox and coyote may also hunt for small game in the meadow grass 
area. 
 

This Rollwood Farm – Woodruff Property 
provides a variety of important ecosystems 
including wet meadow, mown lawn and 
farm fields. This environment provides 
cover for diverse wildlife as well as scenic 
vistas for adjacent residences. Again, there 
is opportunity to provide educational sign-
age describing old farm property and its 
value to wildlife. 

The Historic Rollwood-Farm -Woodruff property contains both wet and dry meadow habitats. 
Photo courtesy of Corinne  McManemin 

Red-Tailed Hawk 

Meadow Grass 
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1934 Aerial Photograph of Guilford, CT 

2004 Ortho Photograph of Guilford, CT 

Sluice Creek Restoration 
 

Historically Sluice Creek was a free flowing stream flowing from 
north of Union Street to the salt marshes south of the Amtrak line 
(See aerial photograph 1934). The area south of the Green was 
pastures at that time. Farm animals and mowing appear to have 
kept the area as pasture. At this time, the wetland was mostly wet 
meadow with only a small amount of swamp. Over time, from 1934 
to the present, sedimentation from stormwater input and surround-
ing residential development has resulted in many changes to Sluice 
Creek and its wetlands. With the absence of farm animals and 
mowing, most of the wet meadow area has grown up into swamp. 
Much of the stormwater drainage from the Green is directed to the 
Sluice Creek area. These 50 + years of development have had a 
direct impact on the creek. These impacts include shallow waters, 
saturation of soils, and flooding. 
 
It is recommended that a Wetland Recovery Act and/or a Wildlife 
Habitat Improvement Project (WHIP) grant from NRCS be obtained 
to restore the creek. A proposed improvement project could include: 
· Sediment removal from the creek bed 
· Replacement and enlargement of the existing culvert at Stone 
House Lane  
· Invasive plant removal (e.g. Phragmites, multiflora rose, purple 
loosestrife) 
· Stormwater forebays to capture sediment from stormwater drain-
age inflows 
· Possible restoration of historic agricultural  landscape 
· Enhancement of wildlife habitat vegetation 
· Artificial habitat placement 
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Historic and Cultural Resources 
 

Guilford has a very rich historical heritage with one of the best intact central villages in New 
England, over 450 historic houses dating from the 17th through 19th centuries, a National His-
toric Landmark property, four areas and ten individual structures  listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, and two local Historic Districts in the downtown area. 
 
The project area for the Village Walkway spans the Town Center local Historic District and the 
Whitfield Street local Historic District. The Henry Whitfield House is centrally located within the 
Village Walkway project area and is the town’s National Historic Landmark property.  Other key 
historic properties that are situated within or nearby the project area of the Village Walkway in-
clude the Hyland House, the Thomas Burgis II House, the Thomas Griswold House and the 
Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Property.  Moving from north to south, we will review the signifi-
cance of these historic and cultural resources. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Register Site: Guilford Green 
 

 The Guilford Green is located within the historic Town Center. 
The Green has maintained it original size and configuration 
from the 17th century and is surrounded by many historic 
homes and other structures of historic and architectural signifi-
cance.  Town commons and village greens are cultural  re-
sources that help to define the character of the New England 
landscape.  Connecting the Town Green to the train depot is a 
key goal of the Village Walkway project in that it will provide a 
unique pedestrian path for visitors between these two focal 
points.�

�
The Historic Guilford Green 

Guilford Green Home Lots  
1814 - 1818 
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Town Center Local Historic District 
 

The Guilford Green sits within the Town Center local Historic District. This district is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and is a significant cultural resource for the community. The historic town center comprises roughly four square miles and 
includes over 200 historic buildings. The proposed walkway route would begin and end at the Guilford Green and run east along 
historic Boston Street which contains numerous historic structures, entering onto the Sarah Tuxis property. 

  
National Register Sites: Hyland-Wildman House and T ho-
mas Griswold House 
 
The Hyland-Wildman House (c. 1690-1774) is a colonial period 
home named for sheep farmer George Hyland.  It was built approxi-
mately two decades after Guilford was founded and is noted for its 
historic authenticity and well-preserved architecture.  The Dorothy 
Whitfield Historic Society owns and operates the property.  The 
house was rescued from demolition by the society in 1916 and the 
society restored the property under the guidance of nationally 
known preservationist Norman Isham.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Thomas Griswold House (c. 1774) at the corner of Lover’s Lane and Boston 
Street is another colonial period home. This property is owned and operated by 
the Guilford Keeping Society and is a local history museum that includes a 
smithy, a barn, and other outbuildings as well as open fields. The Hyland-
Wildman House and the Thomas Griswold House would be historic points of in-
terest on one of the Village Walkway’s “expanded links” ( refer to the map on 

The town center provides a consistent historic fabric around the  
Guilford Green 

The Hyland-Wildman House is a colonial property 
owned and operated by the Dorothy Whitfield Society. 
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Whitfield Street local Historic District:   
Agricultural Fairgrounds and Sluice Creek 
 
Although Sluice Creek is a significant ecological and natural resource in 
Guilford, it also has historic significance in that historic maps and aerial pho-
tographs show the existence of a stream or creek going back to the founding 
of the town.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Guilford Agricultural Society maintains approximately 4 acres of land that are the site 
of the culturally  and historically significant Guilford Agricultural Fair. This fair has origins 
going back to the late 1800’s and it was originally held on the Green until the 1960’s when 
it was moved to the current location at the fairgrounds.  The proposed walkway route 
would cross Sluice Creek and enter the Agricultural Society property near the northwest 
corner.  The proposed walkway would then follow a route along the edge of the wetland 
and  the mown part of the fairground out to Stone House Lane. 

An historic 1868 map of Guilford shows the Agricultural Soci-
ety  land in relation to the Guilford Green (labeled Park) 

The Agricultural Society Fairgrounds 

Sluice Creek at the culvert which runs under 
Stone House Lane 
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Whitfield Street Local Historic District: 
Stone House Lane and the Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Pr operty 

 
Upon exiting the fairgrounds, the walkway would travel west along Stone 
House Land and then cross into the historic Rollwood Farm currently re-
ferred to as the Woodruff Property. The Guilford Preservation Alliance is 
working to preserve the open space, wetland and meadow areas on this 
property and to preserve the historic barn structures and historic farmhouse 
ruins. 
 
Other community uses on this property include a soup kitchen that is cur-
rently housed in a small building on the south side of Stone House Lane. 
The stone and brick chimney are all that remain of the farmhouse that once 
occupied the northwest corner of this site. This property provides both his-
toric and ecological importance to the town. 

 
 
 

The view to the Rollwood Farm—Woodruff Property looking west along Stone 
House Lane.  (Sluice Creek is on the right) 

The barns of the historic Rollwood Farm -Woodruff Property 

The chimney and foundation are all that remain of the historic 
Governor Woodruff house.  Photo courtesy of Corinne 
McManemin. 
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Whitfield Street Local Historic District: Train Dep ot 
 
The walkway would traverse southerly across the Rollwood Farm -Woodruff 
Property  and run south along the property line of a commercial-light indus-
trial area to connect to the historic train depot.  Currently the historic water 
tower and utility building remain standing but are in need of restoration.  
This work will require extensive funding resources due to the condition of 
the structures and the need for environmental remediation.  The properties 
are currently owned by Amtrak. 
 
The northerly route from the train depot would cross the north side of the 
new parking lot and new station building, turn north onto Whitfield Street and 
turn east onto a side road to reconnect to the Rollwood Farm – Woodruff 
Property. The historic train depot. Photo courtesy of Guilford Preserva-

tion Alliance 

The historic water tower and engine house  at the train depot 
(background). The new train depot building. 
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Whitfield Street Local Historic District: 
National Historic Landmark– Whitfield House 

 
The walkway would exit the Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Property  and 
cross Stone House Lane (called Elm Street on some historic maps) to 
enter one of the oldest properties in Connecticut. Henry Whitfield was the 
founder of Guilford and the settlement’s first minister. The stone house 
which he built in 1639 is the oldest house in Guilford and the oldest stone 
house in New England making it a property of great historic and cultural 
significance both locally and nationally. The site became Connecticut’s 
first state museum in 1899. 
 
Walkway users would have an opportunity to tour the historic house, mu-
seum, and grounds which overlook the forested wetland portion of the 
Sluice Creek Area. 

 
 

The walkway would cross northerly within the Whitfield property and 
then would run along the north property boundary exiting through a 
break in the 
stone wall onto 
an existing side-
walk along Whit-
field Street. The 
walkway would 
then continue 
north a long 
Whitfield Street 
past numerous 
historic homes 
and structures 
and return to the 
south side of the 
Guilford Green. The State Museum at the Henry Whitfield House 

Photo courtesy of Corinne McManemin 

Running an extended link via a break in the stone wall at the grounds 
of the Whitfield House will provide an access to the Whitfield Street 
Historic District. 

The Henry Whitfield House is a National Historic Landmark and 
key place along the walkway route. 
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Community Interaction and Involvement 
 

Community involvement  is essential to the success of this project.  This 
walkway is a conceptual idea of the Guilford Preservation Alliance which in 
conjunction with the Town of Guilford looks to connect the town center with 
the train depot and create a walkway that can be used by both residents 
and tourists. 
 
Trail, walkway and bikeway projects in other communities throughout New 
England have initially been met with skepticism and questions by nearby 
abutters and residents.  However, the subsequent success of these pro-
jects has shown that they can unite communities, provide welcome recrea-
tional amenities for an area and in some cases enhance property values. 
A Greenway study done by the Massachusetts Department of Environ-
mental Management cited that many communities with greenways found 
increased community revenue through expansion of existing businesses 
and newly-created jobs that related to the greenway initiative.  
 
Privacy and property owner liability are also concerns of communities in 
proposed trail/walkway, and greenway areas. Property owner liability is 
limited by Connecticut State Law (Refer to Appendix A). 
 
Everyone who lives in the area that will be affected by this proposed walk-
way has been invited to attend meetings at the public library. At these 
meetings, the project goals were explained and the walkway route options 
as well as treatment concepts were reviewed.  
 
This report is the result of input from the community including Agricultural 
Society members, historical society members and private landowners.  
The successful completion of the Guilford Village Walkway depends on a 
focused vision and continued active community participation and support. 
The Guilford Preservation Alliance will continue to present the information 
and ideas of this study to the community so that landowners and commu-
nity members will stay informed. 
 

Members of the Guilford Preservation Alliance, Guilford Agri-
cultural Society and the consultant team confer on-site. 

The consultant team walked the proposed walkway route with 
members of the town and the Guilford Preservation Alliance. 
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Design Process Overview 
 
The work for this project was addressed in three phases. The initial phase consisted 
of a kick off meeting with members of the Guilford Preservation  Alliance, representa-
tives of the Town and members from the community at large. Representatives from 
the Guilford Agricultural Society were also contacted and a site walk of their property 
was made to review uses of the “Fairgrounds” and potential interactions with the pro-
posed trail. 
 
Historical research was conducted online, through the records of the Henry Whitfield 
House and State Museum and the historic archives at the Guilford Public Library. 
Various maps and journals that provided historic information about the project area 
were viewed as were those extant historic properties that include the Whitfield 
House, the Hyland –  Wildman House and the Thomas Griswold House. 
 
A natural resources inventory was conducted via field observations noting flora and 
fauna within the project area and highlighting ecologically significant areas, plants 
and animals, Sluice Creek is the main water body that traverses the project area.  
This wetland has become choked with invasive plants and the creek has become 
clogged with muck and plant material creating a stagnant water situation. 
 
Once the research had been completed, the conceptual design phase assessed the 
possible walkway routes looking to link as many significant cultural, historic and natu-
ral features as possible while respecting the privacy of property owners. 
 
A draft report was presented to members of the Guilford Preservation Alliance, Town 
representatives and members of the community. The practical potential for actual im-
plementation of the various route options was discussed and this final report reflects 
these discussions recommending the next steps for the project, reviewing possible 
funding sources and providing typical walkway “design treatments” for various areas. 
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Description of Walkway Route 
 
The proposed Guilford Village Walkway begins at the Guilford Green and runs east along 
Boston Street to a point where it enters the Sarah Tuxis property. Crossing through the 
Tuxis property at a location to be determined, the walkway will run south towards the 
Sluice Creek wetland area. A small pedestrian bridge or board walk will need to be con-
structed to cross Sluice Creek and the surrounding wetlands. This crossing would occur 
towards the northwest corner of the Guilford Agricultural Society Fairgrounds. The walkway 
will then run along the edge of the  fairgrounds’ mown fields down to Stone House Lane. 
 
At Stone House Lane, the walkway will run west along the road and then cross over  to the 
Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Property.  A  grass or mulched path will comprise the walkway 
surface in this property and take the user past park-like mown lawns, old farm fields, the 
historic barns, and wet meadow ecological systems. There are opportunities here for inter-
pretive signage about wet meadow ecology and historic farms.  This is also an appropriate 
place for a sitting area for resting and viewing the surrounding landscape. 
 
The walkway continues south on the Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Property and continues 
along the property line of existing 1-I zone.  An easement or right-of-way will need to be 
obtained to accomplish this. The walkway will arrive at the historic train depot building 
complex which the Guilford Preservation Alliance is hoping to restore.  Once at the train 
depot area, the walkway can run along the north side of the access road. Privacy screen-
ing will be recommended for abutters.   
 
The walkway will then turn north along Whitfield Street and loop east towards the Rollwood 
Farm — Woodruff Property via a short side street (“Driveway”). The northerly route across 
the farm property can take the traveler past the ruins of the old farmhouse and across 
Stone House Lane to the National Historic landmark property of the Henry Whitfield House 
and State Museum.  Coordination with museum staff could make tours a part of the walk-
way experience. 
 
The walkway would continue north across the Whitfield House property to a break in the 
stone wall along Whitfield Avenue where it would continue along existing sidewalks on 
Whitfield Street and return to the Town Center and the historic green.  
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A 1947 map of Guilford with the proposed “Village Walkway” route indicated as a red line..   
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This section provides some conceptual ideas for walkway treatments in 
typical settings. These settings correlate to the five natural resource areas 
of urban, suburban, wetland, mown field, and meadow. 
 
Urban Center 
 
In the more “urban” areas of town, those areas within the Town Center local 
Historic District around the green, the walkway and its “expanded links” 
would utilize existing sidewalks.  
 
These segments could be signed to indicate the walkway route and the his-
toric significance of various points of interest. Some vegetation screens 
may be necessary in areas so that private landowners maintain privacy.  

 

Current view down Boston Street. 
Aerial sketch of Boston Street showing walkway  route along sidewalks 

The Guilford Green. 
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Residential Areas 
 
Those areas that are largely residential are just outside of the town center. They tend to  
have larger lots with more expansive yards and more vegetative diversity than the lots in 
the urban center of the town. Many of these properties also abut the Sluice Creek wet-
land area. The walkway may abut some of these properties but it will be situated below 
the grade level of most of the homes. Possible screening for visual privacy and noise with 
fencing or evergreens would be a treatment option in this area. Those segments of walk-
way along these properties would require denser vegetative screens for noise and visual 
privacy as well as fencing for security. Specifically, the long lots along Whitfield Street 
whose properties run across Sluice Creek, would require such treatment. 

 A concept section showing the proposed walkway location in relationship to residential properties and the Agricultural Society Fairgrounds. 
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Mown Field/Lawn Areas 
 
Mown fields provide distant views across the landscape and allow 
the walkway user to view the Sluice Creek wetland area and the 
rocky outcrops of Lovers Lane as well as the wet meadows, barns, 
and lawns of the Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Property. 
 
Treatments in these mown fields can include a number of options. 
Those locations with significant distant vistas such as the hilltop on 
the southerly end of the Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Property could 
provide a location for an interpretive panel and a simple bench. 

The mown fields of the Rollwood Farm—Woodruff Property will re-
tain their park-like setting. Future passive park uses are planned for 
this area. Photo courtesy of Corinne McManemin. 

A wood chip path can easily be maintained and help 
to define the walkway route . 

Areas where the walkway crosses a road can have a narrow band of rectangular 
cobblestones to address erosion and provide users with a tactile warning of road-
way proximity. 
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Meadow Areas 
 
The treatments for the meadow areas can be similar to those 
within the mown field. For areas where the walkway comes to a 
road or sidewalk intersection, the surface material may change 
to wood chips, crushed stone or a series of large cobblestones. 
Grass may be difficult to maintain near roads where salting oc-
curs in winter and the change in surface treatment will provide a 
signal to  visually and physically challenged users of the walk-
way that they are coming to a roadway intersection. 
 
Options for walkway surface treatments in meadow areas in-
clude grass, peastone or gravel, and wood chips or mulch. 

A simple wooden bench can provide a resting spot at a scenic area. 
(Photo of Gilsland Farm Audubon Center, Falmouth, ME) 

A mown grass path provides a low maintenance walkway through a meadow 

A boardwalk can be used in wet meadow areas or where 
the walkway has seasonal flooding. 
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Wetland Areas  
 
The wetland crossing and those segments of walkway that run alongside the wet-
land of Sluice Creek must be handled carefully and in accordance with state and 
local regulations. Much of the trail edge along the wetland could be a woodchip or 
mown-grass path. Areas with seasonal flooding could be handled via large step 
stones or wooden boardwalks. The wetland area will need continued monitoring to 
ensure that invasive species are managed and do not contribute to overgrowth or a 
reduction in habitat diversity. 

A wooden boardwalk provides access across a narrow 
stream (Browning Woods Trail, South Kingstown, RI) 

Large granite step stones provide access 
through a seasonal wetland area (Browning 

Woods Trail, South Kingstown, RI) 

A wooden boardwalk attached to pilings provides access along the edge of a 
wetland. (Gilsland Farm Audubon Center, Falmouth, ME) 
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Wetland Crossing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the interest of wetland preservation and to minimize  impacts to 
plant and wildlife habitats, the proposed walkway will cross Sluice 
Creek and its surrounding wetlands at only one location.  
 
A pedestrian bridge or boardwalk that crosses the wetland and 
the creek could be a simple wooden structure that is relatively 
easy to maintain and that  provides access throughout most of the 
year.   
 
Side railings may be required in the structure’s design in order to 
meet code requirements if the vertical distance from the bridge/
boardwalk to the ground is more than 30 inches. 

Sluice Creek wetland area. 
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Walkway Signage Options  
 
To enhance the experience of the user, the walkway will be signed at 
key locations. Interpretive signage could be done as banners on light 
poles within the urban areas and as special interpretive signs along 
other areas. 
 
Location, size and graphic content of the signs are important and 
should not encroach upon the cultural and natural landscape of the 
area. 

An interpretive sign at an ecologically significant area. 

Banners can hang from existing light pole 
and provide indication of walkway route. 

A trail head sign showing a proposed trail route. 
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Privacy and Security  
 
Maintaining privacy and security for abutting property owners is an important 
component to the success of this walkway. Connecticut state statute, title 52-
557, section f through g inclusive exempt private property owners from liability 
if a public use is established on their property. (Refer to Appendix A). 
 
For those sections of the walkway that traverse near private residential proper-
ties, vegetated screens or possibly fencing can be used to ensure property 
privacy and security. As noted in the page describing residential area treat-
ment concepts, the walkway will be topographically below the homes and 
backyards, as well as situated on the east side of Sluice Creek. Hence, visual 
privacy will naturally be provided by topography as well as existing wetland 
vegetation. 

SUGGESTED PLANT LIST FOR PRIVACY 
SCREENING  (1) 
 
These plants are suited to wet, sunny locations 
and would provide tall deciduous and evergreen 
screening for private properties along the Sluice 
Creek wetland complex. 
 
Botanical Name  Common Name 
Acer rubrum   (red maple) 
Alnus spp.   (alder) 
Chamaecyparis thyoides (Atlantic white 
     cedar) 
Clethra alnifolia  (summersweet) 
Cornus sericea  (red osier  
    dogwood) 
Fraxinus nigra   (black ash) 
Fraxinus pensylvanica (green ash) 
Ilex glabra   ( inkberry) 
Larix laricina   (tamarack) 
Magnolia grandiflora   (southern  
    magnolia) 
Nyssa sylvatica  (tupelo) 
Picea mariana   (black spruce) 
Picea abies   (Norway spruce) 
Pinus palustris   (longleaf pine) 
Quercus bicolor  (swamp white oak) 
Quercus palustris  (pin oak) 
Taxodium distichum   (bald cypress) 
Thuja occidentalis  (northern white 
     cedar) 
 
 
(1)  List adapted from “ Native Trees, Shrubs & Vines, 
by William Cullina, the New England Wildflower Soci-
ety,  Houghton– Mifflen Company, New York-Boston, 
2002. 

 A rustic wooden post and rail fence with wire mesh or chicken wire fabric  can 
provide security while allowing the natural landscape  of  the area to be viewed. 
The fence could be constructed in varying heights. 
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Historic Properties  
 
Treatments for historic properties require attention to details and respect for 
the historic integrity of these sites.  Preserving historic context with respect 
to landscape character and historic views is as important as preserving the 
architectural components of an historic site. 
 
The town center and Guilford Green have a strong architectural definition 
that should be maintained. The addition of banners to denote the walkway 
route must be carefully designed and placed. Sidewalks that require up-
grading for safety could possibly be resurfaced in brick or brick-like pave-
ments to provide an historic character. 
 
Properties such as the Hyland– Wildman House and the Thomas Griswold 
House are maintained by various private organizations and they are signifi-
cant historic elements that walkway users may visit. 
 
The Henry Whitfield House and State Museum is maintained by the Con-
necticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.  Museum staff are currently 
in the research phase of a master planning process that is investigating res-
toration of areas at the site which were once open agricultural fields and are 
now overgrown by invasive plant materials.  Protection of the historic views 
to and from the property are also being analyzed. 
 
The historic Rollwood Farm — Woodruff Property is an important compo-
nent of this walkway. The site provides valuable open space close to the 
town center as well as providing an important historic landscape. This site 
has a natural park-like quality around the farmhouse ruins with many large 
shade trees.  This ambience gradually gives way to open farm fields around 
the barn structures and then to wet meadows towards the east.  Maintain-
ing this site as an open park for families and town visitors to enjoy would 
require minimal effort. Mowing could be done by the town with local volun-
teers handling trash cleanup.  The development of a master plan which 
evaluates the condition of the barn structures, the house ruins, parking and 
security would be an appropriate next step.  
 

 The barns of the historic Rollwood Farm -Woodruff property 
along Stone House Lane.. 

The Guilford train depot has two building of historic 
significance– the engine house and the water 
tower– that remain extant.  The Guilford Preserva-
tion Alliance is working to preserve these structures 
which are an important part of the historic character 
of  this walkway. 
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Implementation  
 
This report provides a framework for future phases of work.  This future work will require 
design, wetland permitting,  easement and right-of-way negotiations and fundraising.  The 
challenge will be to maintain the goals for this project during future planning and design 
process work. 
 
Trail, walkway and bikeway projects are key components in any “Smartgrowth” plan for a 
community in that they provide a means of recreation and exercise as well as a venue for 
social interaction within a community.  Concerns regarding loss of privacy and security are 
important issues and can be appropriately addressed through design treatments that in-
clude vegetation buffers and fencing as well as state laws that limit property owner liability 
(see Appendix A). 
 
Getting people involved in all aspects of the implementation process is important. Com-
munity members can be involved in design reviews,  cleanup of invasive plant material in 
wetland areas, and trash pickup and maintenance of the walkway and surrounding areas.  
If people feel that this is their walkway, they will take pride in it and will not tolerate abuse 
of the walkway, of abutting properties or of inappropriate behavior in the area. 
 
The key areas for future phases of work will be: 
· Negotiation of easements and right-of-ways with private property owners 
· Preservation of the historic train depot structures 
· Wetland permitting through the town Inland Wetlands Commission for the wetland 

crossing, walkway route along wetland edge and restoration and cleanup of Sluice 
Creek. 

· Design phases that maintain the vision and goals of the walkway 
· Development of cost estimates for future design phases and walkway construction  
· Fundraising for future design work and walkway construction  
· Continued community involvement and interaction in the project. 
 
Making connections with other trails and walkways will also be an important component of 
future walkway use. Further investigation should be made into links with the Shoreline 
Greenway Trail and the Metacomet Ridge System/Mattabessett Blue Blazed Trails. Plan-
ning for both of these trails is currently in progress. 
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Resources 
 
The following are possible resources for funding and tech-
nical support on future phases of work. 
 
· Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection—

WHIP grants 
 http://dep.state.ct.us/index.htm 
· Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection—

Greenways Assistance Center 
 http://dep.state.ct.us/ 
· EPA Water Quality grants for wetland remediation and 

cleanup  
 http://www.epa.gov/water/funding.html 
· National Park Service– National Center for Preserva-

tion and Training Technology 
 http://www.ncptt.nps.gov/ 
· National Park Service—Rivers and Trails 
 http://www.ncrc.nps.gov/rtca/ 
· National Park Service—National Center for Recreation 

and Conservation   
 http://www.ncrc.nps.gov/ 
· The Conservation Fund– Kodak America Greenways 

Awards Grants 
 http://www.conservationfund.org/?article=2106 
· Transportation Equity Act– TEA-21 Federal funding for 

intermodal transportation  
 http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/index.htm 
· The Cultural Landscape Foundation 
  http://www.tclf.org/ 
· The American Society of Landscape Architects— 
 http://www.asla.org 
· The American Planning Association 
 http://www.planning.org 
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State of Connecticut– Statute for Landowner Liabili ty 
 
TITLE 52- 557 SECTIONS f through g inclusive.      
 
 Sec. 52-557f. Landowner liability for recreational  use of land. Definitions.  As used in sections 52-557f to 52-557i, inclusive: 
      (1) "Charge" means the admission price or fee asked in return for invitation or permission to enter or go upon the land; 
      (2) "Land" means land, roads, water, watercourses, private ways and buildings, structures, and machinery or equipment when attached to 
the realty; 
      (3) "Owner" means the possessor of a fee interest, a tenant, lessee, occupant or person in control of the premises; 
      (4) "Recreational purpose" includes, but is not limited to, any of the following, or any combination thereof: Hunting, fishing, swimming, boat-
ing, camping, picnicking, hiking, pleasure driving, nature study, water skiing, snow skiing, ice skating, sledding, hang gliding, sport parachuting, 
hot air ballooning and viewing or enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic or scientific sites. 
      (1971, P.A. 249, S. 1; 440, S. 2; P.A. 77-393; Oct. Sp. Sess. P.A. 79-12, S. 2, 3; P.A. 82-160, S. 227; P.A. 88-204; P.A. 90-310, S. 3.) 
      History: Later 1971 act (P.A. 440) removed snowmobiling from definition of "recreational purpose"; P.A. 77-393 included cutting and remov-
ing wood in definition of "recreational purpose"; October, 1979, P.A. 79-12 removed cutting and removing wood from definition of "recreational 
purpose"; P.A. 82-160 alphabetized the defined terms; P.A. 88-204 included hang gliding and hot air ballooning in definition of "recreational 
purpose"; P.A. 90-310 in Subdiv. (4) added sport parachuting to the definition of "recreational purpose". 
      See Sec. 52-557k re liability of landowner who allows general public to harvest firewood. 
      Cited. 194 C. 129, 137. Cited. 219 C. 914. Cited. 221 C. 256-259, 261, 262; decision reconsidered and overruled, see 238 C. 653 et seq. 
Connecticut recreational land use act, Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. Connecticut recreational land use act, Secs. 52-557f-52-557i cited. 226 C. 
446, 447, 458. Cited. 238 C. 633. Recreational land use act Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. Cited. Id., 687. Recreational land use act Sec. 52-
557f et seq. cited. Id. 
      Cited. 7 CA 164, 168, 170. Sec. 52-557f et seq. apply to all landowners including governmental entities. 24 CA 592, 594-596. Cited. 39 CA 
280-282. Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. Recreational Land Use Act cited. Id. Cited. 45 CA 17. Recreational Land Use Act cited. Id. 
      Subdiv. (2): 
      Cited. 226 C. 446, 458. 
      Subdiv. (3): 
      Cited. 221 C. 256, 262; decision reconsidered and overruled, see 238 C. 653 et seq. Cited. 226 C. 446, 451. Held municipalities are not 
owners within meaning of section, reconsidering and overruling decision in Manning v. Barenz, 221 C. 256. 238 C. 653. 
      Cited. 39 CA 280, 287. Cited. 45 CA 17. 
      Subdiv. (4): 
      Cited. 221 C. 256, 263; decision reconsidered and overruled, see 238 C. 653 et seq. Cited. 226 C. 446, 449, 450, 454- 458. Cited. 238 C. 
653. 
      Cited. 39 CA 280, 289. 
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      Sec. 52-557g. Liability of owner of land avai lable to public for recreation; exceptions.  (a) Except as provided in section 52-557h, an 
owner of land who makes all or any part of the land available to the public without charge, rent, fee or other commercial service for recreational 
purposes owes no duty of care to keep the land, or the part thereof so made available, safe for entry or use by others for recreational pur-
poses, or to give any warning of a dangerous condition, use, structure or activity on the land to persons entering for recreational purposes. 
      (b) Except as provided in section 52-557h, an owner of land who, either directly or indirectly, invites or permits without charge, rent, fee or 
other commercial service any person to use the land, or part thereof, for recreational purposes does not thereby: (1) Make any representation 
that the premises are safe for any purpose; (2) confer upon the person who enters or uses the land for recreational purposes the legal status of 
an invitee or licensee to whom a duty of care is owed; or (3) assume responsibility for or incur liability for any injury to person or property 
caused by an act or omission of the owner. 
      (c) Unless otherwise agreed in writing, the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall be deemed applicable to the duties and 
liability of an owner of land leased to the state or any subdivision thereof for recreational purposes. 
      (1971, P.A. 249, S. 2-4; P.A. 73-70, S. 1, 2; P.A. 82-160, S. 228.) 
      History: P.A. 73-70 deleted language limiting applicability to owners of "five or more acres" of land and specified that landowner may make 
"all or any part" of land available for public use without liability; P.A. 82-160 rephrased the section. 
      Cited. 204 C. 435, 437. "... applies to all landowners municipal and private." 221 C. 256-262; decision reconsidered and overruled, see 238 
C. 653 et seq. Connecticut recreational land use act, Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. Connecticut recreational land use act, Secs. 52-557f-52-
557i cited. 226 C. 446-448, 450, 452, 453. Cited. 238 C. 653. Recreational land use act Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. Cited. Id., 687. Recrea-
tional land use act Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. 
      Cited. 7 CA 164-166, 168, 171. Void for vagueness doctrine does not require prior warning of civil immunity to potential claimants. 10 CA 
86-89. Sec. 52-557f et seq. apply to all landowners including governmental entities; municipality's immunity under section extends to its em-
ployees. 24 CA 592-597. Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. Cited. Id., 832. Cited. 39 CA 280-282, 285-288. Sec. 52-557f et seq. cited. Id. Recrea-
tional Land Use Act cited. Id. Cited. 45 CA 17. Recreational Land Use Act cited. Id. 
      Subsec. (a): 
      Cited. 221 C. 256, 259-261, 263; decision reconsidered and overruled, see 238 C. 653 et seq. Cited. 226 C. 446, 449- 454, 458. Cited. 238 
C. 653. 
      Cited. 7 CA 164, 168, 170. 
      Subsec. (b): 
      Subdiv. (3) cited. 221 C. 256, 263; decision reconsidered and overruled, see 238 C. 653 et seq. Subdiv. (1) cited. 39 CA 280, 287. Subdiv. 
(3) cited. Id. 
      Subsec. (c): 
      Cited. 238 C. 653. 
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